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Step  
    Sought through prayer and    

meditation to improve our          
conscious contact with God as we 
understood Him, praying only for 

knowledge of His will for us and the 
power to carry that out. 

 
Tradition 

Our public relations policy is based 
on attraction rather than promotion; 
we need always maintain personal 

anonymity at the level of press,     
radio and films. 

 
Concept 

The  trustees should always have 
the best possible committees,    
corporate service directors,          

executives, staffs, and consultants. 
Composition, qualifications,          

induction procedures, and rights 
and duties will always be matters of 

serious concern. 
 

Attunement 
(Becoming as one with our 

Higher Power) 
 

 
Inland Empire Central Office 

P.O. Box 189 
897 Via Lata Suite A 

Colton, CA 92324 
(Mail to P.O. Box 189) 

 
Open 8 AM to 4 PM, Mon.-Fri. 

  9 AM to 1 PM, Sat.  
909-825-4700 

 
Website:www.aainlandempire.org 

 
 aacentral@sbcglobal.net 
 
 

Intergroup Meeting 
1st Wednesday of the month, 7 PM 

670 Carreon, Colton  
 

Board of Directors Meeting 
3rd Thursday of the month 

7:00 PM 
 

General Service, 
District 8  

3rd Wednesday of the month 
6:00 PM GSR School 

7:00 PM Meeting 
5770 Arlington, Riverside 

 
District 11  

Dark 
 

District 14  
3rd Wednesday of the month 

GSR School 6 PM 
District 14 GSR 7PM 

Church of the Good Shepherd 
308 E. Acacia, Hemet, 92546 

 
 District 17  

1st Tues. of the month, 6:30 PM 
 41735 Winchester #C 

Temecula, 92590 
 

Hospitals & Institutions 
3rd Sunday of the month 3 PM 

Redlands Unity Club ,  
1307 Brookside, Redlands 

 
Area 9 

Msca09aa.org 
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November 
Central Office Activity Report 

AA Calls 497 
12 Step Calls                                                                 5 
Other Calls 46 
Visitors 117 
TOTAL: 665 

  

Web Site  

Visitors 38,611 

Countries 37 
Subscribers 755 
  
TOTAL: 39,403 

We thank all of the birthday celebrants for their contributions to the Central Office Birthday Club. 

November Newsletter 2020 

 Letters to the Editor or  Articles for the Newsletter 
must be received by the 15th of the month for consideration of  

publication in the following month’s issue. 
 

Please submit your material for The Inland Empire Newsletter 
to:  

Inland Empire Central Office 
 P.O. Box 189  

Colton, Ca., 92324 
E-mail: aacentral@sbcglobal.net 

 
 

Central Intergroup Office of the  
Inland Empire 

Board of Directors 
 

Chairman: Duke W. 
Vice Chairman: Rich G. 

 
 Treasurer: Tim D. 
Secretary: Diane L. 

 
Members At Large 

Elizabeth E. 
Dan D. 

Wilson W. 
Ron W. 

 

Inland Empire Editor: Carolyn V. 
Office Manager: Carolyn V. 

Ernestine M. 20 
Leanne G. 33 
Gilbert S. 51 

Bill S. 40 
Jeanne R. 25 

Michele B. 7 

  

  
  

  

  

  

  

  

Take a Look at This 
 

Please support your office by contributing to the:  
 
Buck-A-Month Club – This helps pay for your newsletters and 
their postage.  
 
Birthday Club – Each year on your Sobriety Birthday send us 
the dollar amount equal to the years that you have sober. This is 
a great way to give back and we will put you in the newsletter. 
 
November is Gratitude Month. Please pass the basket twice. 
One for the 7th tradition and one for Central Office. 
 
The Christmas Alkathon needs your help!!! 
 
The new website is up and running! Go to: 

aainlandempire.org 

You also can donate through PayPal! 
 
 
Faithfully Yours in Service, 
The Board Members 

In Loving Memory 
Gary P., Martin L., Sally R., 

Doug M., Pete P., Jon M. 

Thanks to all who are of service.  
It makes a difference! 
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Please Submit all of your events and / or letters we would love to put them in the newsletter. 

 
Holiday Hours:  

 
November 25, close at noon  

November 26-28, closed 
December 24, close at noon 

December 25, closed 
December 31,  close at noon 

January 1, closed 

All vagabond dates are 
temporarily  Closed. 
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THANK YOU VOLUNTEERS!! 
Thanks to these volunteers for keeping Central Office running 

smoothly for the past month: 

Patti M., Cheryl D.  Chris S. 
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, 
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A November         
Tradition            
Gratitude          

Month                        
November          

2020 
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Reprinted from Box 4-5-9, Fall 2017 with permission of A.A. World Services, Inc.” 
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One of my favorite history items I came 
across is what I consider is the very first 
successful Bridging The Gap event 
( and the essence of what BTG is 
about ) during the beginning of A.A. as 
follows :  
 
 
The Earliest Bridging The Gap 
Work . . .     began 24 days after the 
start of AA. This was when Bill W. & 
Dr. Bob had been Twelfth Stepping 
AA’s Third Member (“The Man On 
The Bed”) Bill Dotson. It was on that 
day ( July 4th, 1935 ) in Akron’s City 
Hospital that he (Bill Dotson) admitted 
he couldn’t control his drinking and had 
to leave it up to God. Then they (Bill 
W. and Dr. Bob) made him get down on 
his knees at the side of the bed and pray 
and say that he would turn his life over 
to God. Before the visit was over, he 
suddenly turned to his wife Henrietta 
and said, “Go fetch my clothes, dear. 
We’re going to get up and get out of 
here.” He walked out of that hospital a 
free man, never to drink again. AA’s 
Number One Group dates from that 
day. That same day ( Fourth of July ) 
they had plenty to celebrate. So they 
had a picnic. The Smiths, Bill Wilson, 
the Dotson's, and Eddie Riley ( the first 
alcoholic they tried to help ) were there.  

 
 

 

We are taught to live life on life’s 
terms. Bridging the gap between in-
side alcoholics and outside Alcoholics 
Anonymous during the Covid-19 pan-
demic challenges us to continue serv-
ing our fellows, even though familiar 
access has been affected. We are 
called on to set aside old ideas and 
search for creative, innovative meth-
ods to ensure alcoholics leaving treat-
ment and corrections facilities have 
temporary contacts. How do we en-
sure newly released alcoholics are 
connected to a member of Alcoholics 
Anonymous? How do we provide 
them with someone who will take 
them to meetings, introduce them to 
members of the fellowship, and, most 
importantly, help them choose a home 
group and sponsor? We need to think 
outside the box, given  many of our 
meetings are using internet technolo-
gies, such as Zoom. We need to solve 
the problem of meeting with and in-
troducing newly discharged and re-
leased alcoholics to members of our 
fellowship while keeping safe social 
distancing in mind. Some of us rely 
on correspondence, video visits, or 
telephone. In whatever way you adjust 
your programs during these changing 
times, we must continue our vital 
Twelve Step service bringing newly 
released alcoholics into the middle of 
Alcoholics Anonymous.  
 
Laura S.  
Alternate Coordinator,  
Bridging the Gap Workshop Weekend 
altcoordinator@btgww.org  

About the BTGWW 
 

For many decades AA members have been 
helping problem drinkers bridge the gap 
between Alcoholics Anonymous and hos-
pitals, institutions, and corrections facili-
ties. We arrange an AA contact to go with 
the clients and offenders to their first AA 
meetings when they arrive home.  
 
BTGWW is an informal gathering of AA 
members from many entities, including 
groups, districts, conference areas, the 
General Service Office and intergroups/
central offices.  
 
The BTGWW newsletter, Annual Work-
shop Weekend, and digital Resource Li-
brary are other tools that help us learn from 
each other.  
 
Our committee members invite you to join 
us and share your experiences. 
 
THIS YEAR’S EVENT HAS BEEN 

RESCHEDULED  
 

We look forward to seeing you in 2021  
Same weekend—Same place  
Holiday Inn Rock Island Hotel  
226 17th Street, Rock Island, Illinois 
61201  
 

September 10– 12, 2021 

At that time in the early summer of 1935 there were no meetings like we have been enjoying for 85 years. Still, instead of leaving Bill 
Dotson to his own devices when it was time to be discharged, well someone decided to stick close by – even if it was just a picnic -- to 
help the newcomer get a good start in sobriety. That is about as close to today’s Bridging The Gap as one can get.  
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Intergroup Zoom Meeting Minutes 
September 2, 2020 

 

Meeting opened with the Serenity Prayer at 7:04 pm 

Board members in attendance: Duke W., Rich G., Tim D., 
Diane L., Dan D., Carolyn V. 

12 Traditions read by: Tim D. 

New Reps: None 

Secretary’s Report: Diane L. read minutes for  August 
2020. Dan D. made a motion to accept the report as read. 
Mary D. seconded and the motion passed. 

Treasurer’s Report: Tim D. read repor t for  July 2020. 
Wilson W. made a motion to accept the report as read. Crys-
tal J. seconded, and the motion passed. 

Manager’s Report: Carolyn V. star ted back to work on 
September 1 and started updating and fixing the Website and 
the Newsletter. She had to write checks to refund people who 
were double-charged for transactions. The window was bro-
ken today. She called the insurance and management compa-
nies, and arranged for a glass repair company to replace the 
window. They will replace it tomorrow. 

Alanon: No Repor t  

GSR:  No report 

H&I: No Repor t 

PI: No Repor t 

Convention: Rich G. repor ted that the Convention has 
been postponed indefinitely. 

12 Step: Carolyn reported on behalf of Lisa. Everyone did 
a great job taking calls during this time. There is a new 12-
Step Call list.  

Old Business: Diane L. repor ted that she called Larry 
from the Redlands Permit Office and transferred the Picnic 
date to June 6, 2021. 

New Business: Rich G. suggested that the picnic be cou-
pled with the AA Founders Day. After some discussion, Rich 
G. made a motion to rename the picnic, The Founders Day 
Picnic. Mary D. seconded the motion and motion passed 

Rich G. suggests that we can translate the flyer to Spanish. 
He knows a guy who will do it for us. 

Announcements: Unity Club is having their  fundraiser  
Scrub and Grub. Get your car washed and eat Papa Jay's 
pulled pork sandwiches. It's like a marathon where donations 
may be made per car. It will take place September 12, from 
8am to whenever they are open. 

Tradition 9:  Tim D. 

Volunteer for Tradition 10: Mary D. 

Birthdays: Duke W. – August 26 for 26 years. Crystal J. – 
August 14 for 19 years. 

Adjournment: Crystal J . .made a motion to adjourn the 
meeting. Mary D. seconded, and the meeting was adjourned. 

Intergroup Zoom Meeting Minutes 
Oct 7, 2020 

 
Opened meeting with Serenity Prayer at 7:01pm 
 

Board members in attendance: Duke W. Rich G. Tim 
D. Diane L. Dan D. Elizabeth E. Carolyn V. 
 

12 Traditions read by:  
 

New Reps: Maria B. Salad Bowl Riverside    
 

Secretary’s Report read: Diane L. Ron B. made mo-
tion to table minutes until next meeting due to Diane be-
ing on vacation and forgot her notebook. Maria B. 2nd  
 

Treasure’s Report read: Ron B. made motion to ac-
cept report as read. Maria B. 2nd motion. 
 

Managers Report: Carolyn V. End of Quar ter  is fin-
ished we are still losing a little bit. Donations are getting 
better.  
We are the only Central Office open so we have been 
posting events from other areas.  
 

Alanon: No Repor t 
GSR:  No Repor t  
H&I: No Repor t 
PI: No Repor t 
Convention:  
12 step: We have been getting a lot of calls. All posi-
tions are full. All the updated 12step call packets have 
gone out.  
Old Business: All the Big Books that were ordered 
have arrived and will be inventoried and put away. 
New Business:  New Alkathon Chair , Terr i has found 
all the books for the committees. Got a flyer. It’s a GO. 
Will not be at Knights of Columbus but at the Elks Lodge 
this year.  
Someone has donated his place of Business to have a 
fundraiser for Central Office, as in a car wash and selling 
pulled pork sandwiches like the Unity Club did. Tune 
Time Alarms in Redlands. Greg Buckles said he will be 
of service and help. 
Need a new Board member to fill in a position left open 
by Jay L. Ron B. has volunteered to take his place as 
Member at Large.  
We have opened up Nominations for the 4 Board posi-
tions opening up for the 2021 year. 
Maria B. nominated Wilson W. Walt B. 2nd Wilson has 
accepted. 
Announcements: Car ing and Shar ing is going to open 
up again as of this Saturday. 
Tradition 8-  
Volunteer for Tradition 9-  
Birthdays  
Elizabeth E. made a motion to adjourn, Maria B. 2nd      
motion passed 
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Change is  
inevitable 

September 2020  Financial Statement 
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101 out of approximately 1100  groups  contributed to Central Office so far this fiscal year. 
That represents roughly 13% of the meetings in the Inland empire. 

November Newsletter 2020 

September 2020 Groups Contributions 
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Please mail the Form with your 
monthly or annual  

donation  of  $1.00  to the front of the  
Newsletter for your  

Central Intergroup Office. 
 

Don’t miss an issue, have the 
 

Inland Empire Newsletter 
 

delivered to your mail or  
e-mail 

                   box each month 

Inland Empire Newsletter 
Donation Form 

 
Name:   ____________________________________________ 

 
 

Address: _____________________________________________ 
 
 

City:        ____________________________________________ 
 

State:       __________________          Zip code: ____________ 
 

Phone:     __________________________________ 
 

BUCK-A-MONTH 


